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ric. This is similar to gluing and
is seldom used. The fabric is thin,
atiff, and has problems absorbing
a tack coat.

Government reports

Numerous states have pub-
lished dozens of reports with
FHWA since 1975 concerning the
use and performance of pave-
ment fabrics under different cli-
matic conditions. Temperatures
ranged in excess of 104° F and as
low as -30° F.

Most of these reports show
great success with fabrics, but
some show failures. In most in-
stances the failures have been
traced to improper installation
techniques and the fabric chosen,

The most extensive studies
were conducted by Caltrans and
published in 1991 with the
FHWA. The studies covered 24
test and control sections paved
over 12 years and concluded:

“Asphalt concrete overlays in-
corporating paving fabric inter-
lays had less alligator cracking
than conventional asphalt con-
crete overlays that were up to
0,10 foot thicker. It is recommend-
ed that [fabric interlayer mem-
branes] be used to replace ap-
proximately .10 foot of [asphalt
concrete] where additional ten-
sile and flexural stiffness is not
required.”

This results in savings as much
as 51.13 per square yard over a
thicker overlay.

As far as overlays on PCC pave-
ment are concerned, studies have
found that “[paving fabric inter-
lays] appear to reduce transverse
cracking in thinner overlays. . .
by .20 to .40 foot over distressed
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Dual heat-bonded fabric
(left) is very stiff, and
wrinkles span the febrc
width.

The bleed-through (right)

here resulted fram the use
of dual heat-bonded fabric,
which is thin and has poor
absorption characleristics.

HOT PERFORMANCE

From a Cold-Pour Sealant

New Dynaflex” acrylic crack
sealant gives you the cost saving
and convenience ol a cold-pour
crack sealant yet bonds
aggressively to the side walls of
cracks like traditional hol-pour
sealants. This unigue sealant
remains flexible in severe climate
conditions and provides a way
for contractors to save time and
labor.

® Ready for traffic or
sealcoating in 60 minutes
* Fuel and oil resistant
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The first acrylic crack sealant that
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STAYS FLEXIBLE IN ALL WEATHER
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FABRIC continued

A closeup of the fuzzing of
a nonheal-bonded fabric.

PCC pavement by approximately
one transverse crack per 100 feet
after eight vears of service.

“In a comparison of perfor-

manees of 12 different proprietary

fabries in 24 test sections over

distressed PCC pavements, theree

were no significant differences in
cracking between any of the fab-
rics.” At least two other studies
confirmed these observations,
provided the fabric was placed
properly.

In 1989, after 15 vears of field
evaluation, Caltrans changed its
spcciﬁcatiuns to pcrmit t:m];.r non-

This needle-punched fabric, heat-onced on
one side, was installed upside down.,
causing detamination of the fabric,

woven, needle-punched fabric,

_heat-bonded on one side. In 1991,

Los Angeles County also changed
to this type of fabric and has re-
cently introduced the most com-
prehensive specification in exis-
|.L‘I1E£' u}d.n PV

J'Jurmqm Barazone is president r:}f
Geotextile Apparatus Co. (GAC), San
Diego, Calif. This is the first in a
series of articles on the state-of-the-
art of paving fabrics.
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CARBIDE TIPPED

ROUTER BLADES

s The most enginaemd and field tested blades
on today's market with years of experience.

* Engineered to increase produc-
tion/Decrease downtimelProlong lite.

* Engineered to fit all existing makes of
pavement routing equipment.

* Patented in the US.A. and Canada.

For More Information Call:
. Tel: (416) 825-9675 Fax: (416) 827-0322

Marathon

ROAD MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT
A Division of Moargthon Blodes Lid,

3328 Burnhamthorpe Rd.W.
Oakville, Onl., Canada LbJ 423

CARBIDE TIPPED ROUTER BLADES are only part of the equipment that Marathon produces for Rood Maintenance, Contoct us for
the name of your closest dealer or lor inlormation on our complete line,
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